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WASHINGTON — At this month’s christening of
the nuclear aircraft carrier bearing his name,
former President George H.W. Bush delivered a
rousing endorsement of his son.

“1 am very proud of our Presi-
dent,” the elder Bush said in
rain-swept ceremonies in New-
port News, Va. “I support him
in every singie way with every
fiber in my body.”

Yet many of his closest
former aides beg to differ.

Indeed, one of the worst-kept
secrets in Bush World is the dis-
may. in some cases disdain, har-
bored by many senior aides of
the former President toward
the administration of his son —
4] and 43, as many call them,
political shorthand that refers
to their numerical places in
American presidential history.

For five years, the 41s have
bit their collective tongues as,
they complain, the 43s 1gnored
their counsel. But as the war in
Iraq has wersened and public
support for the current adminis-
tration has tanked, loyalists of
the elder Bush have found it im-
possible to suppress their disil-
lusionment — particularly their
beliel that many of 43's policies
are a stick in the eve of his fa-
ther.

“Forty-three has now repudi-
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ated evervthing 41 stands for.
and still he won't say a word,” a
key member of the elder Bush
alumni said. “Personally, |

think he's dying inside.”

To 41 loyalists, the bill of in-
dictment is voluminous. Some
alieged 43 has betrayed his fa-
ther's middle-of-the-road phi-
losophy by governing as a divid-
er, not the uniter he promised
in the 2000 campaign. Others,
like former 41 speechwriter
Curt Smith, argue 43 isn't con-
servative enough.

“Conservatives want limited
governmeny, a baianced Middle
East approach, a foreign policy
that builds, not destrovs, and
general, not special, interest,”
Smith said. “Bush 41 endorsed
all of the above. Bush 43 sup-
ports none.”

A common refraini of the 41s
is that 43's muscular approach
to foreign affairs — what one
dended as “cowboy diplomacy”
— has estranged the US. from
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its allies and diminished its au-
thority around the giobe.

The uitimate sticking point
for the cld guard is Iraq. They
cite the appointment of 41's
close friznd and former secre-
tary of state. James Baker, to
chart a new Iraq policy as belat-
ed vindication,

The 4ls remain incensed,
however. that Brent Scowcroft,
41's national security adviser
and once a top outside adviser
to this administration, has been
demonized since he wrote a
2002 article opposing an Iraq in-
vasion.

“What Brent said is now the
accepted wisdom,” a senior 41
hand said, “and everyone be-
lieves 41 agrees with him,
though he'll never say it."

While the 41s do most of the
finger-pointing, aides to the cur-
rent President reject the criti-
cism as nitpicking from out-of-
touch malcontents.

They aiso bash the 41s for go-
ing public, charging much of
the damaging matenal in Bob

Woodward's new book, “State
of Denial,” was provided by 41
partisans.

“Nobody has a monopoly on
wisdom,” a 43 staffer said, “es-
pecially those whose informa-
tion may not be as good as
when they were in power.”

The family-feud fault lines
were on dramatic display at the
carrier christening festivities,
where both camps turmned out
in full force.

“We're all on our best hehav-
ior,” a top 43 official joked.

A few moments later. howev-
er. one of 41's most prominent
counselors couldn't resist.

Trading social gossip at a re-
ception, the ex-aide noted that
former Secretary of State Colin
Powell was in attendance. “He
should be here,” the adviser not-
ed. "We didn't fire him” — a
barbed reference to Powell's de-
parture as 43's top diplomat af-
ter four years of bureaucratic
fisticuffs with Vice President
Cheney and Secretary of De-
fense Donald Rumsfeld, two fre-
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guent targets of the 41s.

“Everyone knew how Rums-
feld acts.” another key 41 assis-
tant said. “Evervone knew 43
didn't have an attention span.
Everyone knew Condi [Rice]
wouldn't be able to stand up to
Cheney and Rumsfeld. We toid
them all of this, and we were
wold we don't know what we're
doing.”

Another top former 41 loval-
ist confided that several ex-col-
leagues remarked on a per-
ceived “stature gap” between fa-
ther and son as they sat on the
dais

The 41s concede their broad-
sides are awkward for their ex-
boss. but say they're motivated
by a desire to protect his legacy.

In fact, the 41s suggest a sin-
gular irony: the unpopulanty of
the son’s admunistration may
be rehabilitating the fathers.

"By comparison, the old man
looks better and better,” a se-
nior 41 hand said, with undis-
guised satisfaction.
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it's time for this adminis-
tration to admit mistakes
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